


Club Show News

Thank you to all members who participated in this years Judges Ballot. The results will be available 
soon once confirmed by the Kennel Club for shows in 2027 & 2028.

A reminder to members the Midland & Northern Counties French Bulldog Club is the only breed club 
where members are invited to participate and choose judges for forthcoming shows.

Shows in 2026

Spring Open Show 1/03/2026 at Penkridge

Judge: Mrs Barb Morison  - see Barb’s biography overleaf.

Championship Show 7/05/2026  at Stafford County Showground, held in conjunction with 
Birmingham National Dog Show.

Judge: Mr Simon Parsons

Championship Show 16/8/2026 at Asfordby

Judge: Mr Ian Chapman

Open Show 16/8/2026 at Asfordby

Judge: Ms Teresa Scott

(The last 3 judges biographies will appear in the Spring 2026 Edition of Bat Ears).

The Officers and Committee look forward to welcoming you to these shows and always appreciate 
your support of our judges and Club.
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Judges Biography Open Show March 3rd 2026

Barbara Morison

 I feel very grateful to the Midland & Northern French Bulldog for their kind invitation to judge at their 
March 2026 open show, made even more special as my appointment has been voted for by members.

My affiliation with pedigree dogs began in 1987 when, as a family, we bought our first Boxer. At that 
time there was no intention of  becoming embroiled in the world of  showing however, that soon 
changed when we attended a South Western Boxer Club fun day where a first was won in Best Six 
Legs!!! The bug had bitten. 

I was fortunate enough to do some credible winning and am now approved to give tickets in my first 
breed. I have given tickets on at least 6 occasions in the UK and also in Australia & Norway.

I fell in love with the French Bulldog when I saw one walking out of  Paignton with Jil Keates on the 
end of  the lead. We chatted and I discovered that she had also had Boxers! I was totally smitten with 
the breed from that chance encounter and a few years later, I was contacted by Jill to see if  I was 
interested in rehoming a bitch whose owner had sadly been diagnosed with Cancer, so Nokomis 
Indian Princess at Raflyn arrived at Xandene.

I started to show Cookie for a while and, when the time was right, she was duly mated to Baron Bertie 
of  Bremars. She self-whelped a lovely litter of  four puppies on 1st June 2009 but we sadly lost her 2 
days later. We were very lucky that our Boxer friends put the word out and we found a Bulldog 
surrogate mother who raised them until they were 6 weeks. We kept a dog who was shown lightly 
however, we also lost him at an early age.

At this time, I thought my affiliation with Frenchies was at an end, but my love for the breed stayed 
strong and we welcomed Jafrak Ticket to Ryde into the home in 2014. This was followed by Jafrak 
Soft Centre with Xandene who became a champion. Natalie’s daughter, Xandene Touch of  Magic 
(Nerys) became our second champion and I am so proud that Natalie, at 11years is still at home with 
her daughter Nerys and her Great Grand-daughter Xandene Caramel Fudge (Sybil) who is actively 
being shown to great success. 

I look forward to this judging opportunity with my now, only breed.

Barbara Morison



Discover Dogs at Crufts

“Discover Dogs” is an exhibition of dogs organized by the Kennel Club held as part of the annual 
Crufts dog show at the National Exhibition Centre near Birmingham. 

All 223 dog breeds recognized by the Kennel Club are exhibited in Discover Dogs on all four days of 
the Crufts show. Each breed is allocated an exhibition booth in which the public can meet examples 
of the breed (dogs) and learn about them from their handlers and from information displays presented 
in the booth. Meeting and greeting the dogs is the key element of Discover Dogs!!!

The initial and main purpose of Discover Dogs has been to provide the public with a means of 
familiarizing themselves with the many different breeds from which one might choose a dog with 
which to live: a dog which suits one’s lifestyle; for example, a dog suitable for a family with young 
children or a dog suitable for long country walks. Perhaps a family may be trying to choose between a 
Labrador and a Lhasa Apso.

In carrying out this purpose the breeds and the Kennel Cub have progressively developed the role of 
Discover Dogs. In particular we, in French Bulldogs, have become a source of information and advice 
on all aspects of having French Bulldogs. By this I mean: good practice on how to find and get one; 
advice on how to care for them and their health issues; information on the French Bulldog health 
scheme and on the KC’s Respiratory Function Grading Scheme and on how to test their health; 
advice on how to identify responsible dog breeders; and what to expect from them; and advice on 
how to train puppies. It is true to say that in recent years the French Bulldog booth at Crufts is much 
visited by existing “Frenchie” owners just seeking to talk about their experiences with their own dog 
as well as looking for advice on specific issues. And, oh yes, with a chance to cuddle a Frenchie!!

In doing this, the Midland and Northern Counties French Bulldog Club has spent much time and 
thought preparing visual display material and advice notes with which to inform visitors to the French 
Bulldog booth. As a club we have taken responsibility from the start of Discover Dogs some years 
ago, on behalf of the Kennel Club, to organize and manage the French Bulldog exhibit at Crufts. The 
Club’s efforts have often been recognized by winning the annual booth competition held by the 
Kennel Club for “Utility” breeds and on occasion for all breeds!!

When Discover Dogs first started it is probably true to say that the majority of public visitors had never 
seen or indeed heard of a French Bulldog. Discover Dogs and the M&NCFBC have played a major 
part in the massive popularization of the breed, by demonstrating what wonderful companion dogs 
they are. 

If you would like to volunteer as a Frenchie dog handler at Discover Dogs at the next Crufts, March 
2026, with your healthy and well-behaved dogs, and you feel that you have the appropriate 
knowledge and experience to speak to the public about them, we would love to hear from you.  
Remember that we attend in Hall 3 over the four days, Thursday to Sunday, between 0900 and 1700 
hours. There is plenty of scope to attend for a half or a full day. Only very modest expenses are given 
by the KC, though there are some daily freebies from that year’s commercial sponsor.

Richard Mavro -Michaelis
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Veterinary Health checks at shows.

Please note for dog show people:

For the new veterinary health check form for the championship title and/or pre-group check, the form 
now requires 

Kennel Club Name 
Kennel Club Number 
Microchip Number 

Please have this information to hand when coming for your vet check (KC papers or online on MyKc)

Without these details we cannot complete and submit the forms to the KC for the awards

Laura Hamilton

May 16 2025

UPDATE

Transition to Digital Category 3 Veterinary Health Check Form 

The Kennel Club is moving from the current paper-based Category 3 Group & Champion title

veterinary health check form to a new digital version.

• The process for exhibitors/owners will remain the same, but the form will be

completed online using a mobile, laptop or tablet device.

• Once submitted, the completed form will be automatically emailed to the owner, vet,

and The Kennel Club. Removing the need for the show team to process it.

• The content of the form is the same as the existing paper form.

• Trials of the digital form are starting at Richmond Championship Show, with wider

rollout to be scheduled.

• Subject to successful trials, full implementation is expected in 2026.

• The only change is a new section that allows for the sharing of results with the judge. This change 
follows feedback from the community, which expressed a desire for judges to be informed of the 
reason a dog fails a veterinary check. Importantly, this information will only be shared if the owner 
provides consent. The form will therefore ask for the owner's agreement before any results are 
disclosed.

This change is intended to improve accuracy, ensure secure submission, speed up

processing times, and reduce the administrative burden on show organisers.

Laura Hamilton

3/9/25
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Judges Education Programme (JEP)

A new system has been developed for the education, approval and listing of  every level of  judge, 
from open shows to awarding CCs. The system introduces a structured and logical approach to the 
training of  judges, incorporating a step-by-step approach. 

To be eligible to judge at all from 1st January 2026 you MUST be registered and showing on the RKC 
‘Find a Judge’ site at a minimum of  JEP Level 1. 

Level 1: Minimum of  five years proven interest in pedigree dogs, Conformation and Movement 
seminar, two days stewarding, Requirements of  a Dog Show Judge seminar and pass associated 
exam, pass the Points of  a Dog assessment

𝘽𝘽𝙚𝙚𝙛𝙛𝙤𝙤𝙧𝙧𝙚𝙚 𝙖𝙖𝙘𝙘𝙘𝙘𝙚𝙚𝙥𝙥𝙩𝙩𝙞𝙞𝙣𝙣𝙜𝙜 𝙖𝙖𝙣𝙣𝙮𝙮 𝙖𝙖𝙥𝙥𝙥𝙥𝙤𝙤𝙞𝙞𝙣𝙣𝙩𝙩𝙢𝙢𝙚𝙚𝙣𝙣𝙩𝙩 𝙥𝙥𝙡𝙡𝙚𝙚𝙖𝙖𝙨𝙨𝙚𝙚 𝙢𝙢𝙖𝙖𝙠𝙠𝙚𝙚 𝙚𝙚𝙣𝙣𝙨𝙨𝙪𝙪𝙧𝙧𝙚𝙚 𝙮𝙮𝙤𝙤𝙪𝙪 𝙢𝙢𝙚𝙚𝙚𝙚𝙩𝙩 𝙩𝙩𝙝𝙝𝙚𝙚 𝙖𝙖𝙥𝙥𝙥𝙥𝙧𝙧𝙤𝙤𝙥𝙥𝙧𝙧𝙞𝙞𝙖𝙖𝙩𝙩𝙚𝙚 𝙘𝙘𝙧𝙧𝙞𝙞𝙩𝙩𝙚𝙚𝙧𝙧𝙞𝙞𝙖𝙖 𝘼𝘼𝙉𝙉𝘿𝘿 𝙖𝙖𝙧𝙧𝙚𝙚 
𝙘𝙘𝙤𝙤𝙧𝙧𝙧𝙧𝙚𝙚𝙘𝙘𝙩𝙩𝙡𝙡𝙮𝙮 𝙧𝙧𝙚𝙚𝙜𝙜𝙞𝙞𝙨𝙨𝙩𝙩𝙚𝙚𝙧𝙧𝙚𝙚𝙙𝙙 𝙤𝙤𝙣𝙣 𝙩𝙩𝙝𝙝𝙚𝙚 𝙍𝙍𝙆𝙆𝘾𝘾 𝙅𝙅𝙀𝙀𝙋𝙋 𝙥𝙥𝙡𝙡𝙖𝙖𝙩𝙩𝙛𝙛𝙤𝙤𝙧𝙧𝙢𝙢. 

Even if  you are already on a Breed Club judging List, this will not count after 31st December 2025 
and you MUST be registered on the JEP platform. 

The JEP online platform is very easy to use and makes it easy to keep track of  where you are up to 
with all your different breeds. 

Level 2: Attended a BAD and passed the MCE, completed the online ring stewarding seminar & quiz, 
completed the online critique writing seminar & quiz. 

Once you reach level 2 you can begin your mentoring, please get in touch to arrange your first 
session. 

Any questions at all don’t hesitate to reach out!

Olivia Timms, your French Bulldog BEC
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Become a Friend of the CGC!

The Canine Genetics centre (CGC) undertakes research to understand the genetics of inherited diseases in dogs. Our
funding comes from a variety of sources, including grants from charities such as the American Kennel Club Canine Health
Foundation, Dogs Trust, the Kennel Club Charitable Trust and the Petplan Charitable Trust. But research is expensive, and not
all our grant applications are successful, so donations from our grass roots stakeholders play a crucial role in
enabling us to keep our extensive programme of research running.

If you are a dog breeder, a dog owner or simply a dog lover please consider becoming a Friend of the CGC.

Becoming a Friend of the CGC is easy. Simply set up a direct debit for £5 or more a month. That’s it. But by making a
regular donation you will be contributing to the future financial stability of the CGC.

As a thank you we will send you a lapel pin that we hope you will wear with pride.

And as another token of our gratitude you will be able to nominate somebody for the Friends of the CGC Health and
Welfare Award.

Once you have set up your direct debit we will send you your lapel pin and a link to the nomination form. If you are
already a regular donor these tokens of our appreciation will be on their way to you as soon as possible. Become a friend
at

https://www.philanthropy.cam.ac.uk/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=5252&utm_cont ent=topCTA

Pioneering treatment for Severe IVVD in Dogs 

CamVet (Cambridge University Veterinary Service) is pioneering a new enzyme injection treatment 
for severe Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD) in dogs, called percutaneous intra-discal chondroitinase 
injection. This treatment injects an enzyme into damaged discs to dissolve their core, relieving spinal 
cord pressure. It offers an alternative to surgery, is being studied in a clinical trial, and provides a 
potentially less invasive, more affordable option for some dogs with IVDD. (August 2025).

About the Chondroitinase Treatment

How it Works: The enzyme, chondroitinase, is injected directly into the affected intervertebral 
discs. 
Effect: It dissolves the central, gel-like portion of the disc, which can reduce pressure on the 
spinal cord. 
Benefits: This procedure is less invasive than traditional surgery and aims to relieve pain and 
neurological symptoms. 

Clinical Trial at CamVet

Collaboration: CamVet collaborated with Texas A&M University in the United States to conduct 
a clinical trial for this treatment. 
Trial Findings: A published trial showed that dogs receiving chondroitinase injections 
recovered their ability to walk at a similar rate to dogs undergoing other IVDD treatments. 
Availability: The treatment is now offered at the Queen's Veterinary School Hospital (QVSH), a 
part of CamVet, as part of a package that includes a neurological  consultation, MRI, and the 
injections. 

Other IVDD TreatmentsFor comparison, here are other standard IVDD treatments: 

Conservative Management: For mild cases, this includes strict rest (crate rest is often 
recommended) for several weeks, pain medications, and anti-inflammatory drugs. 
Physiotherapy: Rehabilitation, including laser therapy and underwater treadmill work, can help 
with recovery. 
Surgery: For severe cases, spinal surgery may be recommended to decompress the spinal 
cord, especially when conservative management is ineffective or the damage is severe. 

When to Seek Veterinary CareContact a vet immediately if your dog shows sudden symptoms of 
IVDD, such as severe pain, difficulty walking, or paralysis. A proper diagnosis is essential to 
determine the appropriate treatment plan. 
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And as another token of our gratitude you will be able to nominate somebody for the Friends of the CGC Health and
Welfare Award.

Once you have set up your direct debit we will send you your lapel pin and a link to the nomination form. If you are
already a regular donor these tokens of our appreciation will be on their way to you as soon as possible. Become a friend
at

https://www.philanthropy.cam.ac.uk/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=5252&utm_cont ent=topCTA

Pioneering treatment for Severe IVVD in Dogs 

CamVet (Cambridge University Veterinary Service) is pioneering a new enzyme injection treatment 
for severe Intervertebral Disc Disease (IVDD) in dogs, called percutaneous intra-discal chondroitinase 
injection. This treatment injects an enzyme into damaged discs to dissolve their core, relieving spinal 
cord pressure. It offers an alternative to surgery, is being studied in a clinical trial, and provides a 
potentially less invasive, more affordable option for some dogs with IVDD. (August 2025).

About the Chondroitinase Treatment

How it Works: The enzyme, chondroitinase, is injected directly into the affected intervertebral 
discs. 
Effect: It dissolves the central, gel-like portion of the disc, which can reduce pressure on the 
spinal cord. 
Benefits: This procedure is less invasive than traditional surgery and aims to relieve pain and 
neurological symptoms. 

Clinical Trial at CamVet

Collaboration: CamVet collaborated with Texas A&M University in the United States to conduct 
a clinical trial for this treatment. 
Trial Findings: A published trial showed that dogs receiving chondroitinase injections 
recovered their ability to walk at a similar rate to dogs undergoing other IVDD treatments. 
Availability: The treatment is now offered at the Queen's Veterinary School Hospital (QVSH), a 
part of CamVet, as part of a package that includes a neurological consultation, MRI, and the 
injections. 

Other IVDD TreatmentsFor comparison, here are other standard IVDD treatments: 

Conservative Management: For mild cases, this includes strict rest (crate rest is often 
recommended) for several weeks, pain medications, and anti-inflammatory drugs. 
Physiotherapy: Rehabilitation, including laser therapy and underwater treadmill work, can help 
with recovery. 
Surgery: For severe cases, spinal surgery may be recommended to decompress the spinal 
cord, especially when conservative management is ineffective or the damage is severe . 

When to Seek Veterinary CareContact a vet immediately if your dog shows sudden symptoms of 
IVDD, such as severe pain, difficulty walking, or paralysis. A proper diagnosis is essential to 
determine the appropriate treatment plan. 





For further information about French Bulldogs

Look on our Club Website for more information about French Bulldogs.

www.mncfrenchbulldogclub.com  

The Club also has a facebook page and regularly updates the page with information.

Royal Kennel Club

Look on the RKC website for the Brachycephalic Hub: Finding out about Flat Faced 
Breeds.

 

For more information read The Kennel Club’s report

“Play Your Part: Breeding, Buying & Bringing Up Brachycephalic Dogs Better”.

Health Testing : contact Vanessa Bryant  FBCEHealth@outlook.com

French Bulldog Welfare Trust    Registered Charity 287420

info@frenchbulldogwelfaretrust.com

Brachycephalic hub: Finding out about flat-
faced dogs

Some brachycephalic dogs and flat-faced breeds may be more at risk of certain 
health problems, syndromes and symptoms that can lead to suffering, frequent 
trips to the vet or expensive surgery. Find out all you need to know about buying, 
breeding and owning a brachycephalic dog and how to make their health and 
welfare a priority.

Brachycephalic hub: Finding out about flat-
faced dogs

Some brachycephalic dogs and flat-faced breeds may be more at risk of certain 
health problems, syndromes and symptoms that can lead to suffering, frequent 
trips to the vet or expensive surgery. Find out all you need to know about buying, 
breeding and owning a brachycephalic dog and how to make their health and 
welfare a priority.












