Judges Critique M&NCFBC Open Show – Sunday 21st September 
Judge Ms Olivia Timms

I was honoured to be voted in to judge at the Midland and Northern Counties French Bulldog Club Open Show, and delighted to draw such a great entry! Thank you to all the exhibitors & to the club!

The breed is in an exciting place, particularly when you look at the younger dogs coming through, there is definitely quality there! I am concerned with how short some dogs are becoming, whilst the standard asks for a "relatively short loin", there are some examples creeping in which are far too short. When dogs are too short they aren't able to move correctly, and movement aside, it means they don't have enough room for their organs to function efficiently to allow for correct development, carrying litters etc.

I was extremely pleased with my overall winners and spoilt for choice in both line ups where on another day I could easily have selected different dogs for all the top awards. I will watch their careers with great interest!

Baby Puppy Dog

1st ROWANPAWS ROYAL MINT - JORDAN & DAVIS, MRS C & MRS J

4 months old brindle, sturdy and compact, with a pleasing outline for age. Intelligent expression, square head, with fine wrinkling and dark round eye. Moderate neck, into correct front, with well rounded brisket. Would prefer topline less roached, but this may settle with age. A bit reluctant to move today, but a nice mover once settled. Well handled. Best Baby Puppy in Show.

Minor Puppy Dog

1st 58 BULLHAWK MEMBULLY LET RIP - PEARCE & MEMBURY, MRS S & MRS T

Just a baby at only 6 months old, brindle, full of breed type. Presented a compact outline, with no exaggeration. Good bone, a little lacking in substance, but expect this will come with maturity. Lovely head, with a cheeky twinkle in his eye, all Frenchie, well defined muzzle, cheeks well developed and open nostrils. Dark round eye, bat ears of good size and set high, carried and used them well at all times. Excelled in balance and body shape, good topline with a slight rise and muscular loin. Shown in great condition, well muscled for age. Free and flowing movement. Very nice puppy, will follow him with interest. Best Puppy Dog.

2nd 3 MEMBULLY THE STING OF WISDOM – BARRETT, MRS H

Another baby just 6 months old, brindle. Well balanced, presenting a nice outline, with good bone. Square head, in proportion, less underjaw than the first and slightly heavy in lip, but with open nostrils and stop well defined. Longer in body than the winner, but still muscular and well rounded, ribs well sprung and correct topline. Moved well, covering the ground nicely.

Puppy Dog

1st 72 KHANIN HIS A VERY NAUGHTY BOY – SMITH & PRATT, MR R, MRS M & MRS J D

11 months old, fawn dog. Sturdy and compact, mature for age, good size, well off for bone. Head square and in proportion, fine wrinkling when alert, and a cheeky expression. Dark round eye, bat ears of correct size, carried upright at all times. Cobby body, well round brisket, and ribs well sprung. A little unbalanced on the move.

2nd 77 CASTRUM OSINIUM NO LIMIT FOR AVERMAYZ (IMP HRV) – SUHAREVA & CRUTTENDEN, MISS S & MR J

9 months old, brindle dog. Small, solid male, with correct bone. Intelligent expression, with fine wrinkling and well defined muzzle. Good open nostrils, would prefer a darker eye, ears carried upright and parallel, could be more rounded at the top. Muscular body, with correct topline, but verging on too short in loin. Sound on the move.

Junior Dog

1st 73 KHANIN NUDGE NUDGE WINK WINK - SMITH & PRATT, MR R, MRS M & MRS J D

11 months old, brindle dog. Appealed on outline and balanced shape, all in proportion. Sturdy and compact body, with intelligent expression. Square head, fine wrinkling when alert, correct lower jaw, lips thick and black. Dark round eye, medium size bat ears, which he used at all times. Cobby, muscular body, with correct rise over loin, would prefer underline less 'cut up'. Free and flowing movement.

2nd 23 CHELMBULL STAR OF THE NORTH AT ZILNOR - FAWCETT, FAWCETT & SMITH, MRS T, MR S & MRS E

15 months old, brindle dog. Sturdy, solid male. Good head, square and in proportion, fine wrinkling, well defined stop, and broad lower jaw. Would prefer darker eye to complete expression. Correct size bat ears, wide at base and rounded at top. Too short in body, so therefore lacked reach and drive on the move, but well muscled with wide brisket.

Yearling Dog

1st 62 WILDAX MR BOJANGLES - RANKIN & HICKIN, MISS E & MR G

18 months old, brindle dog. Sturdy male, with good bone and no exaggeration. Attractive square head, with cheeky expression, well defined muzzle, good lower jaw, and lovely open nostrils. Correct bat ears, of medium size, carried upright and parallel. Cobby, muscular body, a shade longer in loin, but still rounded and with deep, wide brisket. Correct topline with slight rise, and good 'cut up'. Covered the ground with purpose, flowing around the ring. Very attentive to his handler, well presented.

2nd 54 MEMBULLY RAZZLE DAZZLE JW – MEMBURY, MRS T A & MR T M

Nearly 2 years old, fawn male. Compact male, with correct bone. Square head, in proportion, fine wrinkling, broad lower jaw, nose black and wide, with open nostrils. Eyes dark and round. Medium bat ears, carried upright. Muscular, well rounded in body, but would prefer more length of leg to complete picture. Correct topline with gentle rise. Free and flowing movement.

Post Graduate Dog

1st 69 MEMBULLY RAZZMATAZ AT ELLOUAB JW - SMITH, MRS D

Rising 2 years old, brindle dog. Well off for bone and substance, intelligent expression. Square head, in proportion, well defined stop, broad lower jaw, well muscled cheeks. Dark round eye, with correct bat ears. Muscular body with strong back and moderate angulation, would prefer more length of leg. Good movement.

Mid Limit Dog

1st 25 BINCOMBEFARM MORSMORDRE JW – FRENCH, MRS K, MR N & MISS K P

2 years old, brindle dog. Sturdy, compact male, excelled in shape, everything in proportion with no exaggeration, liked this male a lot! Cheeky twinkle in his eye, with intelligent expression. Head square and in proportion, lower jaw wide and square, open nostrils. Dark round eye, bat ears carried well. Muscular in body, a little lacking in bone and substance today to complete cobby outline. Correct topline and strong loin. Excelled in condition, very well handled and presented. Will follow him with interest as he matures.

2nd 64 ROALICE MASTER MOUSE – ROACH, MISS L

2 years old, brindle dog. Heavier type than the winner, he was well off for bone and very well muscled. Handsome, affectionate expression, with melting dark eyes. Head in proportion, wide lower jaw, with open nostrils. Correct topline, with gentle rise. Free and flowing movement.

Limit Dog

1st 20 BANDIT KING OF HAMMERBARN AT ROWANPAWS - DAVIS, MRS J

2 years old, brindle dog. Small, solid dog, with correct bone and substance, nothing overdone. Correct head, in proportion, with fine wrinkling and defined stop. Well balanced shape, with correct topline and gentle rise. Well balanced in angles, with just enough behind. Feet are compact, but would prefer toes more knuckled. Free and flowing movement.

OPEN DOG (4/0)

1st 8 SERENANT MAVERICK - BROOKS, MRS L & MR J

3 years old, brindle dog. Sturdy dog, with good bone and well balanced shape. Cheeky twinkle in his eye, showing his clown-like personality. Head square and in proportion, fine wrinkling and well defined stop, broad lower jaw, and thick, dark lips. Would prefer a shade darker in eye. Correct bat ears, used well at all times. Muscular body, correct topline, rounding off at the croup. Correct angles front and rear, allowing him to cover the ring with ease, free and flowing, completely sound. Lovely example of the breed. Best Dog.

2nd 63 CH ROALICE MAJOR MOUSE – ROACH, MISS L

2 years old, brindle dog. Sturdy, compact and well balanced. Appeals on the stack, with no exaggeration. Handsome intelligent expression, head in proportion, lips are thick and black, completed with a dark eye. Correct bat ears, wide at base and rounded at top. Cobby and muscular in body, with correct rear angulation. A little restricted on the move today meant he was just pipped to the post, but a lovely example. Reserve Best Dog.

VETERAN DOG (2/1)

1st 12 CH KINGFRIEND MR GODWIN JW - BRYANT, MISS V

Well put together, 7 years young, super veteran not showing his age at all. Sturdy and compact, with ample bone. Head is square, with skin slightly wrinkled on forehead, broad muzzle with well developed cheeks and thick black lips. Dark eyes, round, showing no white. Bat ears of good size, carried high. Perhaps a little on the heavy side today, good cobby body and moderately angled rear. Moved very well, especially for his age. Well worthy of his title. Best Vereran In Show

SPECIAL OPEN PIED DOG (3/2)

1st 33 CH BEVANRAY TERRYPENDRY JW – HUCKER, MRS B

2 years old. Nice shape with good proportions and balance. Smaller male than some, sturdy and compact, with no exaggeration. Excels in heads, with intelligent expression, broad lower jaw and muzzle, finished off with black nose and lips. Dark eyes, bat ears in proportion, powerful neck. Muscular body with well rounded brisket, wouldn't want him any shorter. Legs are strong and muscular, but could have more angulation front and rear. Presented and handled beautifully.

SPECIAL OPEN BRINDLE DOG (3/1)

1st 9 CH ARCHNESS THE AUDACITY JW – BRYANT, MISS V

3 years old. Very nice male, presenting a good outline, with no exaggeration. Square head, in proportion, with well defined broad muzzle. Eyes dark and expressive. Bat ears set high and carried upright. Good bone, with correct front angulation, would prefer slightly more angulation behind. Excels on side profile movement, very fluid action, covering the ground nicely. Well handled.

2nd 20 BANDIT KING OF HAMMERBARN AT ROWANPAWS - DAVIS, MRS J

1st in Limit Dog

SPECIAL OPEN FAWN DOG (2/0)

1st 39 ROWANPAWS COMET STAR – JORDAN, MRS C

2 years old. More refined male, but very well balanced. Good head, square and in proportion, with fine wrinkling when alert. Dark eyes and bat ears carried high. Good front and rear, would prefer loin slightly longer for his balance, well muscled. Excelled on movement and this won him the class, free and flowing action covering the ground nicely.

2nd 1 LEYENDA MR TUMBLE - BANKS, MRS E

18 months old. Sturdy and compact male, with ample bone. Square head with domed forehead and fine wrinkling. Dark eyes, good size bat ears, would have liked to see him carrying them higher and more alert. Cobby body, with good topline showing a gentle rise over the loin. Lacked enthusiasm on the move today.

MINOR PUPPY BITCH (5/1)

1st 31 GIZYJO HONEY MOON – HOWARTH, MISS J

6 months old, fawn pied bitch. What a lovely puppy! Study and compact, with good bone, very well balanced. Excels in head and expression, fine wrinkling, broad lower jaw and thick lips. Eyes dark and round. Bat ears of good size, carried upright. A little soft in condition, but this will come with maturity. Well rounded body, with wide brisket and gentle rise over loin. Clean mover, excelling in side profile movement.

2nd 42 ALDHAMMILL'S JO JO – KAY, MR P

6 months old, brindle pied. Another very charming puppy. Nice body shape, compact, with enough bone. Square head, in proportion, with broad muzzle. Eyes dark, but tending to show some white. Bat ears in proportion and carried upright. Cobby body, a little shorter in loin than I'd prefer, correct topline with slight rise. Correct moderately angled rear, allowing her to move well, with free and flowing action.

PUPPY BITCH (5/3)

1st 44 CASEMATES DREAM MAKER – KELLY, MR J & MRS E

What an exciting puppy! Liked her from the moment she entered the ring. Full of charm and character, with that cheeky sparkle in her eye. Fawn, 10 months old, lovely type and balance, all frenchie, with correct bone and substance. Good head, with broad muzzle and jaw, to be critical a shade light in eye, but round and no white showing. Cobby and muscular in body, particularly for her age, allowing her to move well around the ring, totally sound and covering the ground well. Liked her a lot, will follow with interest. Reserve Best Bitch, and Best Puppy In Show.

2nd 34 OSCHALBEN OLISSA AT BEVANRAY - HUCKER, MRS B

11 months old, brindle. Nice bone and substance, but I wouldn't want her any smaller. Very balanced and clearly loves showing for her handler. Good head, square and in proportion, broad muzzle and jaw, dark eye. Correct bat ears, used well at all times. Muscular, shown in great condition, strong back, with correct gentle rise over the loin. Moved well.

JUNIOR BITCH (7/3)

1st 27 KIANSPUCHI AUDREY HEPBURN – GODDARD, MRS A

12 months old, brindle. Compact and solid, with correct bone and proportions. Very balanced with no exaggerations. Certainly full of character, giving her handler a difficult time to show, but pulling it together when she needed to. Good head, in proportion, broad muzzle and jaw, dark eyes, open nostrils. Bat ears of correct size, carried and used well. To be critical, softer in condition than I'd like, but cobby and well rounded, good topline, moved well.

2nd 6 CHELMBULL SUPERSONIC FOR SERENANT – BROOKS, MRS L & MR J

15 month old, brindle. Excels in condition and beautifully turned out. Nice proportions and balance, another who didn't lack in character and was a bit tricky for her handler. Good head, square and in proportion, broad muzzle and jaw. Eyes dark, correct bat ears. Good body with gentle rise over loin, and well balanced angulation. A little erratic in movement, but correct once settled.

YEARLING BITCH (3/0)

1st 13 MEMBULLY BEDAZZLED WITH MYNTIE JW – COLE, MRS J

Very nice example, rising 2 years old, fawn. Well put together, with lots to like. Good head, in proportion, with dark eye and used her bat ears well. Good substance and bone, with correct length of loin, and well muscled body. A little more rise in the topline than I'd prefer. Good mover, covering the ground with ease.

2nd 61 WILDAX ULTRA VIOLET - RANKIN, MISS E

18 month old, brindle. Sturdy, solid dog, with good bone and balance. Good head, with a cheeky expression, broad in muzzle and jaw, dark eyes. Bat ears in proportion and carried upright. Cobby in body, shown in great condition, correct rise over loin. Would like more angulation front and rear, to allow for more fluidity on the move.

POST GRADUATE BITCH (7/2)

1st 74 RISCHALE ESMERALDA - SMITH & WATT, MISS Z & MISS K

Rising 2 years, brindle, quality female, sturdy and compact, well balanced in outline. Good head, square, fine wrinkling, good open nostrils, would like eyes a shade darker to complete expression. Good bat ears, carried upright and parallel. Cobby in body, correct topline, would like more front and rear angulation, but well balanced. Moved well, free and flowing, this won her the class.

2nd 28 KIANSPUCHI HEDY LAMARR - GODDARD, MRS A

15 months old, brindle, another nice example, similar in type to the first and many of the same comments apply. Good head, square, fine wrinkling, good length of muzzle, open nostrils, dark eyes. Bat ears carried upright and parallel. Cobby in body, a shade long in loin. Would like more front and rear angulation. A little restricted on the move today.

MID LIMIT BITCH (7/1)

1st 60 WILDAX POCKET ROCKET – RANKIN, MISS E

18 months old, brindle, excels in condition and presentation. Sturdy body, with balanced outline. Good head, with that classic French Bulldog expression, good width of muzzle and underjaw. Correct bat ears, carried well at all times. Cobby body shape, a shade short, but with good angulation and well muscled rear. Moved freely.

2nd 48 KHANIN SHINE ON JAFRAK - KRALL, MR & MRS J

2 years, brindle, sturdy and compact, balanced outline. Good head, with broad muzzle and underjaw, tendency to show teeth at times and would like a shade darker eye. Good body shape with correct topline. Shown in excellent, well muscled condition, coat was gleaming. Good angulation front and rear, allowing for nice movement side profile, covering the ground well.

LIMIT BITCH (4/1)

1st 66 ROALICE MEGA MOUSE JW - ROACH, MISS L

18 months old, brindle. A female that I have often admired from outside the ring, and today I was not disappointed. I judged her previously as a youngster and liked her then too, I am pleased to see she has matured so well. Good size, sturdy and well balanced. She has that wonderful French Bulldog expression, cheeky and full of mischief, with open nostrils, broad muzzle and underjaw. Dark round eyes, bat ears upright and parallel. Strong and muscular, but still all feminine, with good front and rear angulation. Excels in side profile movement, free and flowing, covering the ground with fluidity and totally in tune with her handler. Thrilled to award her Best Bitch and Best In Show.

2nd 7 SERENANT IRON BUTTERFLY – BROOKS, MRS L & MR J

3 years old, brindle. Another very nice example, unfortunate to meet the winner today. Sturdy and compact, shown in great condition. Excels in head, with lovely expression, good width of muzzle and underjaw, shade light in eye, bat ears carried well. Cobby body, a shade too short in loin, correct topline with slight rise. Moved cleanly.

OPEN BITCH (2/0)

1st 51 CH BULLHAWK EGG’S CITING AT MEMBULLY – MEMBURY, MRS T A & MR T M

3 years old, brindle. Lovely type, with correct bone, substance and no exaggeration. Beautiful head, with classic French Bulldog expression, dark eye, to be critical would like more width to underjaw. Good bat ears, carried upright and parallel. Cobby body, with correct moderate rear angulation and good topline, rounding off over the croup. Clean mover.

2nd 26 CH BINCOMBEFARM SERPENSORTIA JW - FRENCH, MRS K, MR N & MISS K P

2 years old, brindle pied. Nice example, with good bone and substance. Head square, with good width to muzzle and underjaw, would like a darker eye. Good bat ears, carried well at all times. Nice body shape, wouldn't want her any shorter. A shade over-angled in the rear. Excels in side profile movement, covering the ring with fluidity. Lovely rapport with handler.

SPECIAL OPEN PIED BITCH (3/1)

1st 42 ALDHAMMILL'S JO JO – KAY, MR P

2nd in Minor Puppy

2nd 22 KATAKIA’S MINNIE THE MINX - ESKRETT, MRS J

3 years old, brindle pied. Good bone and substance. Nice head and expression, dark eye, fine wrinkling and good width of muzzle and underjaw. Longer cast female, deep, wide brisket, with gentle rise over loin. Moved cleanly, with free and flowing action.

SPECIAL OPEN BRINDLE BITCH (4/1)

1st 10 CH ARCHNESS THE DRAMALLAMA JW – BRYANT, MISS V

3 years old, brindle. Study and compact, appeals on the stack with lovely clean outline. Excels in head, square and in proportion, broad muzzle and underjaw, with fine wrinkling on forehead. Dark eyes and bat ears used well at all times. Cobby body, with correct topline, a shade tucked up in underline, nicely balanced front and rear angles. A bit lacklustre on the move today.

2nd 43 BESTFRENCHIE BECKY - KAY, MR P

3 years old, brindle. Sturdy and compact, good size and proportions. Square head, a shade light in eye and heavy on lip, ears carried upright and parallel. Good length of loin, strong and muscular, and shown in great condition. Correct topline, rounding off at the croup. Restricted on the move, tending to side-wind today. Lovely rapport with handler.

SPECIAL OPEN FAWN BITCH (4/1)

1st 46 CASEMATES SOPRANO – KELLY, MR J & MRS E

Rising 6 years old, fawn, just starting to show her age with a few greys, but still full of attitude and mischief. One of those dogs that you can’t take your eyes off. Sturdy and compact, with lovely bone and proportions. Nice head, square, in proportion, clean, broad muzzle and underjaw. Cobby body, correct topline and croup, just a little baggy underneath. Cheeky twinkle in her eye, making her handler work at all times to keep her attention. Clearly enjoyed her time in the ring.

2nd 56 XANDENE CARAMEL FUDGE - MORISON, MR G & MRS B

16 months, fawn. Another nice example, sturdy and compact, clean outline. Good square head, broad muzzle and underjaw, dark eye, used her bat ears at all times. Very balanced in shape, would like a shade more front and rear angulation to complete picture. Well muscled and shown in great condition. Moved freely around the ring.
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